PARK CENTRAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

What Do You Fear?

INSISTING ON HOPE THIS ADVENT

WHEN YOU'RE AFRAID,
GIVE ME YOUR HAND

Fourth Sunday of Advent



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 21,2025 10:30 AM

Chiming of the Hour

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship.

Words of Welcome & Announcements

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!
May you experience God’s grace and love within the worship service.

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

PRELUDE
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (VENI EMMANUEL)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We have been watching for a sign.
Emmanuel—God with us.
We have been waiting for a savior.
Emmanuel—God with us.
The time is near—can it be?
Emmanuel—God with us.
Come let us worship the God of sign,
wonder, and promise.

*HYMN 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God,
you call us to walk with one another
through difficult times.
We ask our neighbors in our hearts —

*Please rise in body or spirit
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when you were afraid,

did I stay by your side?

Did I offer you a hand,

or did I leave you alone?

When you were afraid,

did I choose solidarity?

Did I feel your fear?

Or did I only feel my own?

Tender God,

forgive us when we fail to reach out and stand with
those who are vulnerable and at risk.

Give us grace so that we might have

another opportunity to offer a hand to help,
another chance to share your great love. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO! GLORIA
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

PASSING OF THE PEACE
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD

THE FIRST LESSON Isaiah 41:5-10
> The coastlands have seen and are afraid;
the ends of the earth tremble;
they have drawn near and come.
6 Each one helps the other,
saying to one another, “Take courage!”
"The artisan encourages the goldsmith,
and the one who smooths with the hammer encourages the one who strikes the anvil,
saying of the soldering, “It is good,”
and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be moved.
8 But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob, whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abraham, my friend;
% you whom I took from the ends of the earth
and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, “You are my servant;
I have chosen you and not cast you off”;
19 do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you; I will help you;
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

Leader:  This is the word of God.

All: Thanks be to God.
*HYMN 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
THE SECOND LESSON Matthew 1:18-25

¥ Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose Mary to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2° But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of God appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2! She will bear a child whom you will name
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Jesus, for he will save the people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what
had been spoken by God through the prophet:

23“A virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of God commanded, and married her, 2> but he had no marital relations with Mary until

she had borne a child; and Joseph named the child Jesus.

Leader:  This is the word of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Sarah McTyre

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION

MUSICAL MEDITATION Beth Langley, alto
Still, Still, Still Austrian Carol, arr. Daniel Light
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow. Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth.
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, The night is peaceful all around you,
Holy Star its vigil keeping. Close your eyes, let sleep surround you.

Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow. Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth.

Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come.
While guardian angels without number
Watch you as you sweetly slumber.
Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come.

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

INVITATION TO ENGAGEMENT
You may place donations to the church in the offering plate as you exit. You may
also send in a check or click Donate on the church website.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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*HymMN 92 While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (Cason)
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
“Masters in This Hall” trad., arr. Robert J. Hughes

During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.
Others prefer to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.
Please feel free to make the transition between worship and re-entering the world
in whatever way is meaningful to you.

Please join us in the Gathering Hall following worship
for snacks, coffee, and fellowship.
We will be celebrating our music director,
Bob Allen, who will retire at the end of the year!
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Announcements for December 21, 2025 Scan here to donate!

Wednesday, December 24

5:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 28

10:30 am Worship service

11:30 am Fellowship hour

Christmas Eve

On Wednesday, December 24, we will hold a special Christmas Eve candlelight service
at 5:00 pm. We will retell the story of Christ's birth and sing and listen to some favorite
Christmas hymns. We hope you'll join us for the celebration, either in person or online.

Sunday after Christmas
We hope you will join us on Sunday, December 28 for a relaxed service with lots of
carols and a seasonal story!

Sound Bath
The next sound bath will be Tuesday, January 20 at 7:00 pm. If you would like to walk
the labyrinth, please come at 6:30. Wear comfy clothing, and come ready to relax!

Office Closed

The church office will close at noon on Wednesday, December 24 and reopen Monday,
January 5. Briana will be available by email on Friday, January 2. We hope everyone
has a blessed Christmas season!
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
331101 0 ] S UUUUPRSPUPSRNE Ben Merchant

We worship a God who exists beyond the bounds of language. We are part of a
creation that is vibrant in its diversity. We hope that the language used in today’s
worship reflects those inclusive and expansive ideals. Some traditional prayers and
hymns may contain gendered terms for God; please feel free to substitute more
expansive terms.

As a member of the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 movement, Park Central works toward
building congregational vitality and dismantling structural racism. We are answering
Christ's call to become even more a church of action, where God's love, justice, and
mercy shine forth and are contagious.

Robert Allen.........oouiiiiiiii e Director of Arts and Technology
Brigid BOYIC.....oocvieiiie ettt Parish Associate
N E 1 1LY [ Y (TN Pastor
Sandra Murphy.........ccoiiii e Keyboard Musician
Kenneth Pfeffer. ... Building Manager
Briana Vaught..............ooiiiiii Office and Communications Manager
Justin Vaught.......ccooeiviiiiiiieeeee e Finance Administrator/Bookkeeper

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 « 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922
Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th
Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org
Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org * Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church
Instagram: parkcentralsyr * TikTok: parkcentralchurch ¢ Bluesky: parkcentralchurch.org


mailto:office@parkcentralchurch.org
http://www.parkcentralchurch.org/

