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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 30, 2026    10:30 AM 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship. 

 

Words of Welcome 

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!  

May you experience God’s grace and love within the worship service. 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME 
 

PRELUDE 

Rejoicing in the Dear Summertime Johannes Brahms 

Glenn Kime, Guest Organist 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

The world says: “Everything happens for a reason.” 

But we come today knowing that pain is not a divine plan 

and harm is not God's desire. 

The world says: “Look for the hidden lesson in your suffering.” 

But we come today honest about our grief, 

needing love rather than easy explanations. 

The Gospel says: “God is present with us, 

weaving redemption out of life's deepest heartbreaks.” 

Let us worship the God of compassionate grace! 

    

*HYMN    32  I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we confess that we offer easy answers when silence and 

presence are needed. We blame you for harm you never intended. We avoid 
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honest questions, failing to trust that you are big enough to hold our doubts 

and grief. Forgive us for using cheap comfort to mask real pain. Forgive us for 

forgetting your grace. Unclench our weary hands. Teach us to seek true 

reconciliation, and help us rest in your transforming love. Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

*PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON   Genesis 50:15-21 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 
16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did 

in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
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your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell 

down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, 

“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to 

me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as God is doing 

today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 

he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:       Thanks be to God. 

 

*HYMN    548  May God Support You All Your Days DICKINSON COLLEGE 

 

THE SECOND LESSON   John 9:1-12 
1 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 The disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 

be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of the one who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” 6 When Jesus had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 

not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept 

asking, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus 

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 

and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON      Rev. Brigid Boyle 

 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
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MUSICAL MEDITATION  Beth Langley, contralto 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand Thomas A. Dorsey 

Refrain: 

Precious Lord, take my hand; lead me on, let me stand. 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When my way grows drear 

 precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 

hold my hand, lest I fall. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

Refrain 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 

INVITATION TO ENGAGEMENT 

You may place donations to the church in the offering plate as you exit. You may 

also send in a check or click Donate on the church website. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

*HYMN    815  Give to the Winds Thy Fears FESTAL SONG 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

Come, Holy Spirit J. S. Bach 

 

Please join us in the Gathering Hall following worship 

for snacks, coffee, and fellowship. 

When the darkness appears 

and the night draws near, 

And the day is past and gone, 

At the river I stand, 

guide my feet, hold my hand. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

Refrain 

 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Liturgists .................................................................................. Michael and Susan Barbour 
 
 

 

 

We worship a God who exists beyond the bounds of language. We are part of a 

creation that is vibrant in its diversity. We hope that the language used in today’s 

worship reflects those inclusive and expansive ideals. Some traditional prayers and 

hymns may contain gendered terms for God; please feel free to substitute more 

expansive terms. 

 

 

 

 

As a member of the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 movement, Park Central works 

toward building congregational vitality and dismantling structural racism. We are 

answering Christ's call to become even more a church of action, where God's love, 

justice, and mercy shine forth and are contagious. 

 
 
 
 

 
Brigid Boyle.................................................................................................. Parish Associate 
Sarah McTyre…………..……...………………………………………...…………….Pastor 
Sandra Murphy……………………………………………...……………......Music Director 
Kenneth Pfeffer……………………………………………………………Building Manager 
Briana Vaught………………………………...……....Office and Communications Manager 
Justin Vaught ...............................................................  Finance Administrator/Bookkeeper 
 

 

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 • 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922 

Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th 

Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org 

Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org • Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church 

Instagram: parkcentralsyr • TikTok: parkcentralchurch • Bluesky: parkcentralchurch.org 
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