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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 23, 2026    10:30 AM 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship. 

 

Words of Welcome 

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!  

May you experience God’s grace and love within the worship service. 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME 
 

PRELUDE 

Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Glenn Kime, Guest Organist 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

The world says: “Blessed are the peacekeepers.” 

But we come with the understanding that peace has to be made. 

The world says: “Make sure everyone is comfortable.” 

But we come knowing that the way of Jesus is disruptive. 

For Jesus says: “Take up the cross and follow me.” 

Our God calls us to the hard work of justice. 

Let us worship the God who brings true peace. 

    

*HYMN    307  God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of peace, we hear your insistent call 

to be part of your work of peacemaking. 

We know that bringing your realm to earth 

is hard and uncomfortable, 

so we often choose easier paths. 

We choose not to speak up 

even when we know something isn’t right. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Give us the courage to disrupt 

the systems and ways of thinking that cause harm. 

Remind us that our ultimate allegiance is to you. Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

*PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON   Matthew 5:1-11 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, the 

disciples came to him. 2 And Jesus began to speak and taught them, saying:  

  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the realm of heaven.  

  
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
  
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

  
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

  
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

  
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

  
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
  
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

realm of heaven.  

  
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account.” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:       Thanks be to God. 

 

*HYMN    753  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 

 

THE SECOND LESSON   Matthew 10:34-39 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 

peace but a sword.  

  
35 For I have come to set a man against his father,  

and a daughter against her mother,  
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and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,  
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  

  
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take 

up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON      Briana Vaught 

 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 
MUSICAL MEDITATION  Michael Spencer, baritone 

The Beatitudes Francesca LaRosa 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Oh, rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 

 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness, the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

Oh, rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 

 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you 

And utter evil things against you falsely all because of me, 

In the same way they did to the prophets who were before you. 

Oh, rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 

Blessed are you. 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 

INVITATION TO ENGAGEMENT 

You may place donations to the church in the offering plate as you exit. You may 

also send in a check or click Donate on the church website. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

*HYMN    749  Come! Live in the Light! WE ARE CALLED 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

Allegro (from Concerto in G) Johann Ernst, transcribed by J. S. Bach 

 

Please join us in the Gathering Hall following worship 

for snacks, coffee, and fellowship. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Are you new to our church? 

 
We would love to connect with you! 

Please scan the QR code for our 

digital welcome pad! 
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Announcements for August 23, 2026   Scan here to donate! 

 

Sunday, August 30 

10:30 am  Worship service   

11:30 am Fellowship hour and cookout meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Cookout 

Our annual cookout will be held on Saturday, September 12 from 11-2. Please let the 

office know if you have a cooler or tent we can borrow. We also need volunteers for 

setup and cleanup as well as hospitality during the event. We will have a meeting after 

worship on August 30 for anyone who wants to volunteer. 

 

 

The Sacred Commons: Cultivating Urban Abundance 

The fall brings many special Sundays as well as our stewardship season. This year, we 

are tying all of these together in the central theme of the Sacred Commons, a place 

where we come together to nurture our church community and our larger community. 

See the bulletin insert for specific dates. 

 

 

Sacred Commons Scripture Round Table 

Starting on September 14, we will have a weekly scripture round table on Mondays at 

12:00. This will be a casual time where we can look at the scriptures for the upcoming 

Sunday and explore them as a community. Bring your lunch, bring your questions, but 

most importantly, bring yourself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Liturgist ............................................................................................................. Sara Hahne 
Fellowship Hour ............................................................................................Ben Merchant 

 

 

 

 

We worship a God who exists beyond the bounds of language. We are part of a 

creation that is vibrant in its diversity. We hope that the language used in today’s 

worship reflects those inclusive and expansive ideals. Some traditional prayers and 

hymns may contain gendered terms for God; please feel free to substitute more 

expansive terms. 

 

 

 

As a member of the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 movement, Park Central works 

toward building congregational vitality and dismantling structural racism. We are 

answering Christ's call to become even more a church of action, where God's love, 

justice, and mercy shine forth and are contagious. 

 
 
 
 

 
Brigid Boyle.................................................................................................. Parish Associate 
Sarah McTyre…………..……...………………………………………...…………….Pastor 
Sandra Murphy……………………………………………...……………......Music Director 
Kenneth Pfeffer……………………………………………………………Building Manager 
Briana Vaught………………………………...……....Office and Communications Manager 
Justin Vaught ...............................................................  Finance Administrator/Bookkeeper 
 

 

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 • 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922 

Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th 

Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org 

Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org • Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church 

Instagram: parkcentralsyr • TikTok: parkcentralchurch • Bluesky: parkcentralchurch.org 

mailto:office@parkcentralchurch.org
http://www.parkcentralchurch.org/

