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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 30, 2025    10:30 AM 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship. 

 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!  

May you experience God’s grace and love within the worship service. 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME 
 

PRELUDE 

 “Improvisation on ‘DIVINUM MYSTERIUM’” arr. Blumenthal/Murphy 

Dan Blumenthal, violin and Sandra Murphy, piano 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

It is Advent - a season of waiting,  

a time rooted in promise, 

a time of preparation, 

a time to allow hope to steep in our hearts once more. 

Let us draw close to God with yearning  

as we worship with expectation.  

    

*HYMN    106  Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 

in the time of King Herod, 

you spoke through angel choruses  

and gave to us the gift of your son. 

In the chaos and suffering of our own time,  
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we admit that sometimes we are afraid. 

It can be hard to trust that  

you continue to break into the world 

with the light of hope and good news. 

Help us to acknowledge our fears and  

forgive us when we allow fear to direct our lives. 

Come to us again, O God, 

and reorient our hearts 

that we may live with trust and courage. Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO! GLORIA 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory  

 forever.  Amen. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON   Lamentations 3:55-57 
55 I called on your name, O God, 

    from the depths of the pit; 
56 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear 

    to my cry for help, but give me relief!” 
57 You came near when I called on you; 

    you said, “Do not fear!” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:       Thanks be to God. 

 

*HYMN    108  Of the Father’s Love Begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 

THE SECOND LESSON   Luke 1:5-13 
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of 

Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of God. 7 But they had 

no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
 

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, 9 he 

was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of 

God to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of 

the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of God, standing 

at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw the angel, he was 

terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you will name him John.” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON      Rev. Sarah McTyre 
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SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 
MUSICAL MEDITATION  Robert Allen, tenor 
 Panis Angelicus César Franck 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 

THE BAPTISM OF CALVIN OLIVER HANSEN      See insert  

 

THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  

 

The Invitation 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 May God be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to God. 

 Let us give thanks to our God 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

Lord God, our Savior… 

 … we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 

   

 

Panis angelicus, fit panis hominum 
Dat panis coelicus figuris terminum 

O res mirabilis, manducat Dominum 
Pauper, pauper, servus et humilis 

 

The bread of angels becomes the bread for all. 

The bread of heaven ends all illusions. 

O wonderful thing! The Lord becomes food 

For the poor, the servant, and the humble. 
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We praise you for the gift of Jesus … 

… we proclaim again the mystery of our faith:  

 

  

Pour out your Holy Spirit… 

… until you gather us at your table in glory.  

Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

   

Prayer after Communion 

Mighty God, holy is your name. 

We thank you for gathering us at your table 

and feeding us with the bread of life. 

As we leave this table 

to go to the many places where you call us, 

send your Spirit to accompany us, 

so that we may share in your work of love: 
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lifting up those who are laid low, 

showing mercy to all in need of kindness, 

and feeding the bodies and hearts 

of all those who are hungry. Amen. 

  

*HYMN    103  Come Now, O Prince of Peace O-SO-SO 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (DIVINUM MYSTERIUM) arr. Martin Setchell 

Sandra Murphy, organ 

 
During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music. 

 Others prefer to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave. 

Please feel free to make the transition between worship and re-entering the world 

in whatever way is meaningful to you. 

 

 

Please join us in the Gathering Hall following worship 

for snacks, coffee, and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

We worship a God who exists beyond the bounds of language. We are part of a 

creation that is vibrant in its diversity. We hope that the language used in today’s 

worship reflects those inclusive and expansive ideals. Some traditional prayers and 

hymns may contain gendered terms for God; please feel free to substitute more 

expansive terms. 

 

 

 

 

As a member of the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 movement, Park Central works toward 

building congregational vitality and dismantling structural racism. We are answering 

Christ's call to become even more a church of action, where God's love, justice, and 

mercy shine forth and are contagious. 

 
 
 
 

 
Robert Allen……………………………………………….Director of Arts and Technology 
Brigid Boyle.................................................................................................. Parish Associate 
Sarah McTyre…………..……...………………………………………...…………….Pastor 
Sandra Murphy……………………………………………...…………...Keyboard Musician 
Kenneth Pfeffer……………………………………………………………Building Manager 
Briana Vaught………………………………...……....Office and Communications Manager 
Justin Vaught ...............................................................  Finance Administrator/Bookkeeper 
 

 

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 • 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922 

Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th 

Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org 

Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org • Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church 

Instagram: parkcentralsyr • TikTok: parkcentralchurch • Bluesky: parkcentralchurch.org 

mailto:office@parkcentralchurch.org
http://www.parkcentralchurch.org/

