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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time



TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AuGusT 16,2026 10:30 AM

Chiming of the Hour
The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship.

Words of Welcome
Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!
May you experience God’s grace and love within the worship service.

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

PRELUDE
The Call (from Five Mystical Songs) Ralph Vaughan Williams
Dan Blumenthal, violin
Sandra Murphy, piano

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The world hears some Christians insist:
“You must accept Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.”
But we sit uneasy with the way this is often understood.
The world hears: “This is the way to secure your place in heaven.”
But we come knowing that God is interested in how we live now.
For Jesus invites us saying: “Come and follow me.”
Our God calls us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly.
Let us worship the God of challenging and graceful invitations.

*HYMN 361 O Christ, the Great Foundation AURELIA
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God,
you call us into new life together,
but we often spend our time
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securing our own lives.

We confess that

we are often more comfortable

with formulating correct beliefs

than with following the way of Jesus.

It is easier for us to be concerned about
saying the right words

than devoting ourselves to right living.
Have mercy on us and forgive us.

Turn our hearts and hands to the holy work
of living together as your people

so that your realm may become

more visible among us. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD

THE FIRST LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
17So0 if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
look, new things have come into being! '8 All this is from God, with whom we have
been reconciled through Christ, and by whom we have been given the ministry of
reconciliation; '’ that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Godself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to
us. 2°So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making God’s appeal through us;
we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. ! For our sake God made the
one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of
God.

Leader;:  This is the word of God.

All: Thanks be to God.
*HymMN 315 In the Midst of New Dimensions NEW DIMENSIONS
THE SECOND LESSON Acts 2:37-47

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Sisters and brothers, what should we do?” 3% Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins
may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3° For the promise is
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Most High
our God calls.” *° And Peter testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” ! So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. *? They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in common; * they
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
need. *¢ Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day God added to their number those who were
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being saved.

Leader:  This is the word of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Sarah McTyre

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION

MUSICAL MEDITATION Megan Hook, soprano; Beth Langley, contralto
How Can I Keep from Singing? Trad., arr. Richard Walters
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation.
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging.
1t sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?

What though the tempest round me roars, I know the truth, it liveth.
What though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth.
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging.
Since love is lord of Heav'n and earth, how can I keep from singing?

When tyrants tremble, sick with fear, and hear their death knells ringing;
When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing?

In prison cell and dungeon vile our thoughts to them are winging.

When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging.
1t sounds an echo in my soul. How can [ keep from singing?

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

INVITATION TO ENGAGEMENT

You may place donations to the church in the offering plate as you exit. You may
also send in a check or click Donate on the church website.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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*HYymMN 774 There Is Now a New Creation STUTTGART
verses [-3 and 5

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
Prelude in F (BWYV 556) attrib. J. S. Bach

Please join us in the Gathering Hall following worship
for snacks, coffee, and fellowship.

Are you new to our church?

We would love to connect with you!
Please scan the QR code for our
digital welcome pad!
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Announcements for August 16, 2026 Scan here to donate!

Saturday, August 22
7:30 pm Arts at Park concert
Sunday, August 23
10:30 am Worship service
11:30 am Fellowship hour

Backpack Packing
We will be packing backpacks for our community partners following worship today.
We hope you’ll join us!

Community Cookout

Our annual cookout will be held on Saturday, September 12 from 11-2. Please let the
office know if you have a cooler or tent we can borrow. We also need volunteers for
setup and cleanup as well as hospitality during the event. We will have a meeting after
worship on August 30 for anyone who wants to volunteer.

Arts at Park Concert

Ats at Park will be hosting a concert on Saturday, August 22 at 7:30. Test Kitchen will
bring us an evening of jazz, pop, and musical theater songs. All are welcome!
Admission is free, and donations to Arts at Park will be gratefully accepted.

The Sacred Commons: Cultivating Urban Abundance

The fall brings many special Sundays as well as our stewardship season. This year, we
are tying all of these together in the central theme of the Sacred Commons, a place
where we come together to nurture our church community and our larger community.
See the bulletin insert for specific dates.

Sacred Commons Scripture Round Table

Starting on September 14, we will have a weekly scripture round table on Mondays at
12:00. This will be a casual time where we can look at the scriptures for the upcoming
Sunday and explore them as a community. Bring your lunch, bring your questions, but
most importantly, bring yourself!



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

351801 0 ] USRS Najwa Webster
FelloWShip HOUT ....oeiiiiiiiieeiieeeee et Beth Langley

We worship a God who exists beyond the bounds of language. We are part of a
creation that is vibrant in its diversity. We hope that the language used in today’s
worship reflects those inclusive and expansive ideals. Some traditional prayers and
hymns may contain gendered terms for God; please feel free to substitute more
expansive terms.

As a member of the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 movement, Park Central works
toward building congregational vitality and dismantling structural racism. We are
answering Christ's call to become even more a church of action, where God's love,
justice, and mercy shine forth and are contagious.

Brigid BOYIC....ouiiiiie ettt Parish Associate
N F 21 Y (o Y (OO Pastor
Sandra MUIrphy ... ..oo.oinii s Music Director
Kenneth Pfeffer.........oooiiii i Building Manager
Briana Vaught...............oooiiiiiiiii e Office and Communications Manager
Justin Vaught.......cccooeveieiiiiiiiieeeeee e, Finance Administrator/Bookkeeper

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 « 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922
Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th
Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org
Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org « Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church
Instagram: parkcentralsyr  TikTok: parkcentralchurch ¢ Bluesky: parkcentralchurch.org

*Please rise in body or spirit pg. 8


mailto:office@parkcentralchurch.org
http://www.parkcentralchurch.org/

